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1 PUBLISHABLE SUMMARY

Facing structural change, European rural areas still fulfil multiple social, ec o-
nomic and ecological functions. Because of scale interplays and sustainability
trade-offs, their future dynamics are yet particularly difficult to ascertain.
PRIMA aims to develop methods for scaling down the assessment of policy
impacts on multifunctional land-use and economic activities. The project f o-
cuses on agriculture, forestry, tourism, and ecosystem services, with special
attention to the structural effects of the policies.

The PRIMA project started in November 2008, connecting 11 research inst-
tutes and universities from 9 countries to progress in this domain. This pr o-
ject includes the following actions:

- Review the EU structural policies, identify driving forces at EU, n a-
tional and regional levels for multifunctional land use activities and
provide baselines for the design of national and regional scenarios on
multifunctional land use activities.

- Interaction with stakeholders: pre-model engagement with stak e-
holders in terms of scenario design and formulating agent decision
rules for agent-based models, on-model engagement with stale-
holders mirroring agent-based models, and post-model engagement
with stakeholders in terms of assessing model outputs.

- Design and develop micro-simulation and multi-agents models, of
local dynamics and of the impact of European structural policies at
the municipality level. - Build a mapping between available data on
municipalities and prototypical, contrasted evolutions of micro-
simulation and agent based models. This will allow us to aggregate
the results provided by these models at a regional level, on a set of
regional case studies, and to compare these results with existing
models at regional scale.

- Investigate the potential of the approach to design a method that en-
hances the scope of Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA), B-
vironmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and Sustainable Impact As-
sessment (SIA).

The project is split into 6 workpackages, and includes intensive communica-
tion among workpackages, especially when working on the case studies (see

Figure 1 for details).

During the first 18 months of the project, we focused on literature and docu-
ments reviews, to root the model in the latest scientific paths along fitting the
modelled objects to the issues raised by the stakeholders in the six case study
areas.

We analysed the strategic and planning documents in six countries (corre-
sponding to PRIMA 6 case study areas): though very few documents specif
cally address directly the multifunctionality concept, many measures are tar-
geted to several pillar of sustainable development at the same time (). Thus,
we adopted an operationalised definition of multifunctionality, derived from
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