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. : . . . Two primary sedimentation tanks precede the WSP, of which there are two series of a facultative and two maturation ponds. The WSP were commissioned in 1988. In the following year the pond influent was very strong due to drought conditions: the ponds were at their design organic load, but weIl under their hydraulic load, and odour problems in the facultative ponds occurred. For a short time the wastewater was diluted by recirculating the final effluent and this controlled the odours. Since then, the pond system has been working very weIl and in April 1991 the final effluent quality was:

Pond Colloquium

Ponds have been studied at the École National de la Santé Publique in Rennes, Brittany, for the past 12 years. lnitially research emphasis was given to pathogen removal in ponds in northern France, and this has been recently extended ponds in the south of the country. These studies have shown the importance of the sludge layer in maintaining pathogen populations.

The 

A

  Ms Catherine Boutin, of CEMAGREF Lyon, has sent in these short reports on WSP in France. Further reports on French ponds will appear in WSP New/mer No 3. Background information ail ponds in France is given in .ll:1U.cr
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