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CONTEXT - With the diversification of feedstuffs used in poultry diets, the relative importance of digestive efficiency (DE) in
feed efficiency is becoming more important. Technologies as near infrared spectroscopy facilitated the measure of DE on a
large number of animals, but sample preparation is still time consuming and the total collection of feces is ethically
guestionable as animals have to be reared in cage. As serum color has previously been found to differ between two lines of
chickens selected for high (D+) or low (D-) digestive efficiency, we tested whether this criterion could be used as a
biomarker of DE for selection.
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