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Grassland production systems: combining animal species and crossbreeding

French suckler farming systems: alarming observations! Decrease of the factors' productivity (land, intermediate consumptions, capital) Decrease of the use of the animals and plants resources Very few (or none) animals are fattened with a 100% grass diet Fattening diets (lambs and cattle) grain (like monogastrics!) No wealth created by suckler farms But: French organic beef an lamb sector: positive dynamic needing animals Due to the concentrates' prices, 70% of the bovine males from organic certified suckler cattle farms are sold as store animals on the conventional market! Lambs in mountain areas are fattened indoor with grain Grass-based systems have a positive image and real environmental and social advantages Context

  production with grass in a low-input , selfsufficient and sustainable production systems Grass-based systems with a maximization of the use of grassland, and a minimum inputs' use added-value creation Set up sustainable production systems in the agro-ecological framework Questions Combining animal species (sheep and cattle) agro-ecological advantages? Cross-breeding better use of resources? System experiment (Herbipôle, Laqueuille, Massif Central) Mountain area, 1100 to 1400m asl., 100% permanent grassland Organic Farming systems 3 systems: sheep, beef, sheep+beef. Same UAA (40ha), LSU (30) and average annual stocking rate (0.75 LSU/ha) per system Positive interaction on forage intake and use: better use of the nutritive value of forages, reduction of wastagesBetter individual performances and per surface unit?Better system efficiency (less inputs per unit produced)