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Factors affecting compost adoption by farmers in small tropical islands in the Caribbean
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Use of compost in

••••

  Soils requirements  adapt agriculture to Climate Change • Crops requirements  reduce the use of import chemical fertilizers • Societal need  translate management of "waste" in terms of valuation of "fertilizers" What are the reasons for using (or nousing) composts? • What are the barriers to compost adoption? • What could be the potential incentives for facilitating adoption? • Survey of 520 farmers: Sample: 520 farmers -7% of the total population of farmers and 17% of the agricultural area -Strategy: random sampling from a database covering all the territory • Interview in two parts: -Characterization the actual use and perception of compost of farmers -Description farmer's socio-economic profile and the nature of the farming system in terms of crops and livestock Low adoption rate of compost: 18% • A strong use of composts in banana systems, vegetable and tuber crops • Low use of compost by sugarcane planters • Using composts as organic amendment • Manual application could be a significant barrier • 22% of farmers produce their composts on farm • Same perception about the constraints involved in compost utilization

  

A need of more sustainable practice for recycling organic wastes