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Escherichia coli : a commensal bacterium of the intestinal tract with considerable pathogenic potential E. coli belongs to the initial microflora colonizing the newborn gut E. coli is a leading cause of infant acute diarrhea and the primary cause of E. coli is the predominant facultative anaerobe in the adult gut (10 3 to 10 8 /g of feces)

travelers' diarrhea.

E. coli is an emerging foodborne pathogen.

About 10 to 20 percent of women have had at least one episode of urinary tract infection due to E. coli in their lifetime.

E. coli causes 10-50% of nosocomial infections.
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"Commensal" isolates pks+

Colibactin is a virulence factor for E. coli… … but the pks island is also frequently found in "commensal" isolates, in adults and infants "Colibactin" = a mixture of molecules with various activities ?

A number of molecules are specific to each strain, suggesting that "colibactin" 
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pks island is frequent in extra- intestinal pathogenic E. coli
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