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Sensitivity of beef cattle farms to weather hazards according to their forage systems

Introduction

  Importance of grassland in suckler cow system  Currently : a public fund compensates farmers in the event of agricultural calamities  Replaced by private pasture yield insurance?  Obj1: Quantify the impacts of grassland yield variability on farm production and on economic results  In theory diversification of forage systems decreases farm exposure to weather risks and enhance flexibility  Obj2 : Is variability reduced in farms with forage crops or silage grass? Descriptive analysis of real farm data  Indicator of pasture yield variation = variation of the total quantity of grass harvested by livestock unit relative to farm average value  Farm typology of forage system -« Forage crop » : forage crops > 1% of forage area -« silage » : silage represents more > 15% of the pasture area harvested in 1st cut -« hay only » C. Mosnier. EAAP 2013  Farm re-sampling -Farm present > 5 years -Regions where the three forage systems are present -Farm specialized in beef production and selling mostly lean males C. Mosnier. EAAP 2013
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Data  French national panel data base from « Réseaux d'élevage » -Economic and technical Farm Data over the period 2000-2009