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Prediction of forage rumen protein degradability from an in situ degradability database

Forage protein value evaluation relies on the estimation of forage protein degradability in the rumen (deg).

Deg is affected by botanical family, plant species, growth cycle and level of nitrogen fertilization, and decreases with plant maturity stage.

 To develop equations for predicting forage deg values in order to improve the estimation of forage protein values expressed in PDI.
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-Conclusion

These equations have satisfactory accuracy and will be used to improve estimation for herbage from European temperate climate areas in the INRA PDI system.
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