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lost traditional silvoarable plots used fruit trees
valnut; chestnut; Olives; Peach; Pear; Apple...)



Ivoarable technology
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I What made the
scene move?

last 10 years
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Poplar-winter cereals systems productivity is
almost fully documented in some sites

*  Measured Land Equivalent ratios are about 1.3

1 ha AF = 1.3 ha of pure forest + pure crops



Expanding the silvoarable concept

Specific niches for silvoarable

technology In France




Wajor goal : Farm diversification and income
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'ree stimulated biological control of crop pests



ontribution of trees to the biological control of crop pest

Vineyards mites control Cereal aphids control
with Phytoseideae with Syrphae
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Slowing flood currents in expansion
basins with trees to reduce floods

o peaks, limit arable soil erosion and allow
silt deposition

Flood mitigation with tree
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A agroforestry is compatible with modern machinery
A agroforestry is productive
A agroforestry may have strong environmental advantage:

(not yet demonstrated in most cases)



The challenge of silvoarable
agroforestry

Agroforestry was almost

outlaw... until 2001
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Forest grants Crop payments

Agri-environmental scheme

The new (2001) French policy -
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Compensating for the
° increased cultivation costs
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" The silvoarable concept

Farmers reaction to the

unclear...







0 interviews in 3 French Provinces

Every interviewed farmer had the same level of information about
agroforestry (standard slide show)

On the spot reaction about silvoarable technology recorded

Discussion on a farm project tailored to their requests

Final feeling recorded after 3 months of reflection



e doupis O] rrercn exitension oyjricers

Quite attractive...

| ..But if you suggest to French farmers
- ) to plant trees in their cropped fields,
You will get a good kick up in the backside!



Appreciation of silvoarable agroforestry (scale from O to 10)
T —_
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[0 Appreciation by Extension services
B Farmers’ Appreciation predicted by Extension services

1 Appreciation by Farmers
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technology in the near future?

Extension officers
expectation

1 Attracted ] Undecided B Not attracted




Extension officers
expectation

Farmers opinion

1Attracted

] Undecided

B Not attracted




The scene is moving

Farmers are more open than...




What's up now?

SilvoArable systems : towards

landscape?
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Une association gagnant-gagnant

® La méconisation de lagricullure o, peu & peu, condult & fa disparition deg arbres des champs. Pourtant, de rocentes études de
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L’agroforesterie :

Produire du bois de qualité tout en maintenant la production agricole,
tel est l'objectif principal de I'agroforesterie.

tiers et de shvopastoralisme pour des parcelles boisées dont
le sous-bols est paburé.

Certes. arbres ¢1 cultures entrent en’ compétition (pour la
lumniére, Fesu, bes dlements nutritlsh. mals les résultats des
rechesches en cours de TINRA montrent que be miélange
arbres-culiires peut &tre trés efficace

QU'EST CE QUE L'AGROFORESTERIE ?

INTERETS DE L'AGROFORESTERIE




he French agroforestry scene is on a fast move

Silvoarable projects in France
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The French Agroforestry Agri-Environmental
measures (AEMs) have not been used yet, and did not

contribute to the current uptake of silvoarable
agroforestry in France




But in the United States of Europe...

Will the new European Common
Agriculture Policy (CAP) consider

agroforestry ?




Key modifications within the SPS scheme:

Decoupling payments from production (area basis)

Cross-compliance (regulations of environmental issues must be

aplied)
Good agricultural and environmental practices

Modulation to feed agri-environmental measures




Changes in the CAP due to be introduced on 1 January
2005 have major implications for future uptake of
agroforestry (silvopastoralism/silvoarable) in Europe

Four challenges for opening the European
scene to Agroforestry technology




Challenge 1

'‘woodland' should be excluded from the area of the farm eligible for SPS.

Proposal : Intercrops should be placed on a level-playing
field with pure crops and benefit from the same crop
payments.
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Challenge 2
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for ecological/environmental reasons. Eventual exceptions must be
defined beforehand by the member states.

DL Z X ~ [J (Vv D€ €

woodland

Recommendation: 50 trees per ha is a
low threshold that would limit AF systems
to parklands. It should also be clarified
to say '50 trees per ha of more than 15
cm diameter at breast height'.
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Challenge 3

oposal : a solution would be to admit that a parcel can be x%
overed by one ‘activity’ and y% covered by another ‘activity’. This
ould allow the taxation scheme of forest and agriculture to be

plied to the agroforestry plot.

Recommendation: the EU should make clear to
all EV countries that they have the flexibility
to allow multiple activities within parcels in
their national Identification and Control
System (IACS) systems (e.g. 'forestry’ and
‘cropping’ in the same parcel or ‘forestry’ and
'grazing’ in the same parcel)



Challenge 4

is 'avoiding encroachment of unwanted vegetation on agricultural land'.

roposal : agroforestry is not a form of encroachment
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of 'good agricultural and
environmental condition’ should make
clear that ‘well-managed
agroforestry is recognized as a
mechanism of improving landscape
and environmental diversity’

U 0 4 1 0



Defining policies

e need a unified definition of an agroforestry
plot in the European policies. We suggest two
criteria :

U/ of the crop/grass production of a treeless plot
(averaged on the tree rotation)

Not more than 200 trees/ha with a DBH>15 cm (including hedges)




Defining policies

iming at a European TREE directive

to protect and regenerate cultural agroforestry landscapes
to implement novel agroforestry systems that will provide productive
and environmental benefits

Interested European Delegates can
contact us to join the European
Agroforestry Lobby






