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Prospect on prescribed burning development in France

 Analysis of quantitative indicators:

• total area burnt,

• number of PB operations,

• distribution among PB objectives,

• mean area per operation,

• response rate to PB demand.  Identification of alternative qualitative indicators  Survey among 23 PB teams to identify the constraints and possible levers for PB development.
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

  PB has been developed in France for more than 25 years,  Under the umbrella of the PB National Working Group,  Institutional recognition through dedicated legislation and regulations,  A specific training system. 5 years rolling average of annual area prescribed burnt in France ha … but a stagnation of PB area To identify the constraints to the development of the practice,  possible levers for further extend of PB activities Data base (2001-2016) on PB practice in France of the PB national working group.



  Short PB windows during fall  Lack of frost  Drought conditions during some winters  Unavailabilty of the staff  Diversity of the duties PB bosses  PB is not a priority (other fuel reduction technics)  Decrease of permanent staff in the Forest Service  Lake of PB bosses in some areas (Pyrenees) and crews in other (Lake of flexibility when team is composed of several agencies  Change of team leader  Rigidity when civil protection teams are supporting local PB team  Cumbersome procedures of operation planning  Environmental constraints  Smaller PB size  Limitations in periods and locations  Air quality with prohibited periods (despite PB derogation)  Sociological constraints (more than economical)  Institutionnal constraints  Lake of communication (WUI)  Stop after PB escape (Aveyron) Response is not unique and often case specific  More flexibility in the organisation to better fit to demand  More dedicated PB bosses in some regions  Standardization of cost assessment methods to better underline the benefits and constraints of PB towards other fuel treatment methods  Need to distinguish responses for PB development in rangeland and forest areas

Thursday, February 2nd 2017 18 active PB teams 7 sleeping PB teams Results: French PB landscape 2016 situation: .07 Eric RIGOLOT / PB prospect in France Thursday, February 2nd 2017 Results: quantitative indicators Low response rate to annual PB demand
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