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Latest public research on forage and turf and update on CLIMAGIE
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The need for mixed grasslands

• To reduce the dependancy of agriculture to fossil fuels, legumes must take a greater part • But they grow slowly at first, due to -Initial dependancy on nitrate (before symbiosis is functionnal) -Initiation of shoot growth zones from bud stage (different from grasses)

• Very sensitiv to weed competition  sowing of mixtures.

 But what composition ?

Intra specific differences in phenology improved species mixtures stability 
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  biomass management under stadium covers, solar panels , cereals… I. The importance of sown grasslands in France II. Adapt grasslands to climate change III. The challenge of breeding for multi-species grasslands IV. Conclusions Conclusion • The role of sown grassland in ecological intensification is crucial • Despite of-and due to the intrinsic diversity, forage cultivars exhibit -Most efficient feed for cattle -Strong resilience to climate change, -Consistent margins of genetic progress • Collection, study and conservation of genetic resources was and will remain crucial • INRA is engaged with multiple partnerships at Local, National and European levels in both private and public sectors.
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