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A mountain farming under the influence of a metropolis 









Partitioning and complementary of altitudinal levels in the 

cultivated ecosystem 



Peasant irrigation on steep 

slopes (foreground) and the 

fields of flower plantations : 

an access to land 

differentiated 

(Guayllabamba) 



Peasant irrigation on steep 

slopes (foreground) and the 

fields of flower plantations : 

an access to land 

differentiated 

(Guayllabamba) 

From the ecological floor 

to the socio-economic floor 



A Taylorist organization for peasant workers, often young 

and female, chosen for her docility and her meticulousness 



Le propriétaire ou locataire

- dirige personnellement les activités de l'hacienda

- résidence alternée entre Quito et l'hacienda

L'administrateur

- responsable du fonctionnement de l'hacienda

- exécute les décisions du propriétaire ou locataire

- résidence fixe à l'hacienda

Les secrétaires (escribientes)

- réalisent et rendent compte du contrôle comptable de chacune des activités

(ateliers textiles, élevage ovin, labour, fromagerie, élevage bovin, autres)

- résident autour de la cour centrale des bâtiments de l'hacienda

- d'origine métisse, salaire élevé, sans aucun droit à la terre

Les majordomes (mayordomos)
- responsables des activités d'une zone

- résident dans la zone dont ils ont la charge

- fournissent un compte rendu détaillé hebdomadaire

- d'origine métisse, salaire élevé, sans aucun droit à la terre

Les contremaîtres (mayorales)

- contrôle du travail des différentes classes de main d'oeuvre

- rendent compte aux majordomes

- Indiens

Circulation de l'information et relations de pouvoirs

Flowchart of the administration of the hacienda in the 

eighteenth century 



Strong work hierarchy, paternalism and a high 

concentration of capital 



The transport of hired workers is offered by flower 

plantations : contributes to the setting of peasant 

populations in its campaigns and allows to 

internalize the benefits of a mutual acquaintance 

of workers 



Les particularités de l’étude des exploitations 

capitalistes et patronales 

The binomial 

[semi-enslaved workers / 

hacienda owner] 

has become a cleavage 

[minifundist farmers / 

capitalists producers] 

• Paternalistic supervision of rural workers by the owners of 

large production units 

• Organization of peasant surplus labor 

• Hierarchical division of labor and of the social statuses in the 

hacienda and now in the plantation 

• Polarized relations between, on the one hand, peasant 

communities and, on the other hand, the latifundia and 

today the firm 



Night lighting of a 

field of flowers 

Harvesting potatoes 

on the slopes near 

from Quito 



Historical impediments to agricultural 

development of the peasantry 

 

The exchange and innovation in the hands 

of the powerful who control the State 



An exemplary situation  



Conclusion (1/2) 

• No qualms about dual categorization 

• A point of view (theory and epistemological posture) 

• To study the coexistence in order to test hypotheses: 

▫ There are no exceeded previous forms, any more than 
homogenization 

▫ Diversity of models fosters innovation and adaptation 

▫ The coexistence of situations are the expression of the 
loss of hegemony of the dominant agricultural model 

▫ The study of margins, extreme farming, help to explain 
the exclusions and sense of innovation 



Conclusion (2/2) 

• Questions and theoretical anchors 
▫ An analysis of categories (scientific, political, 

identity) 
▫ An interactionist analysis 
▫ An regulationist analysis  
▫ Pathway transitions theory and socio-technical 

regime 
▫ An analysis of comparative efficiencies 
▫ An analysis by the study of controversies 
▫ Etc. 



¡Gracias! 


