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1.  In t roduct ion  

Farming  in  France  today  has  inher i ted  the  pr inc ip les  and  po l i c ie s  
that  were  des igned to  exp lo i t  and  modern ize  the  fami ly -based  or -
gan izat ion  o f  agr i cu l tura l  product ion .  Growth  in  s i ze  o f  product ion  
s tructures ,  spec ia l izat ion  o f  farms and the  intens i f i ca t ion  o f  land use  
have  been  accompanied  by  e f for ts  to  encourage  an  "enterpr i se  ap-
proach" .  Neverthe less ,  the  fami ly  nature  o f  farming  has  no t  d isap-
peared .  I t  i s  in  te rms  o f  th is  d i chotomy be tween  the  changes  and  
permanency  a f fec t ing  the  fami ly  nature  o f  French  farming  that  we  
shal l  d i scuss  in  terms  o f  i t s  h is tory,  the  forms  i t  takes  at  present  and  
i ts  chal lenges .  

2.  Farming modern izat ion:  a  fami ly  fa rm model  based 

As f rom the  1950s ,  the  t rend was  towards  a  shr inkage ,  spec ia l i sa -
t ion  and  concentrat ion  o f  fami ly  farms,  greater  mechanisat ion  and  the  
use  o f  chemica l  inputs ,  and  jo int  management  o f  the  sec tor  by  the  
publ i c  author i t ie s  and  the  agr i cu l tura l  pro fess ion .  Inher i ted  f rom an  
a l l iance  between  the  State  and modernis ing  fami ly  farmers ,  the  mode l  
thus  promoted  was  that  o f  a  spec ia l i sed  farm o f  human d imensions  
corresponding  to  two  fu l l - t ime  equivalent  pos ts ,  where  work  was  
mainly  achieved  by  the  fami ly  and  dest ined  to  prov ide  them with  a  
l ive l ihood  f rom the  farm income a lone .  As  f rom the  1960s ,  a  ser ies  o f  
French  laws  on  farms  and producer  o rganisat ions  favoured  a  farm 
model  under  which  the  person  work ing  the  land took  dec i s ions  on  
s trateg ic  or ientat ions ,  contro l led  inves tments ,  t ook  r i sks  and  ensured  
management  o f  the  farm.  Even  i f  a  farmer  d id  not  own h is  land,  he  
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bene f i ted  f rom a  s tr i c t ly  regulated  land use  reg ime  which  ensur ed  
s tab i l i ty.  This  s trong  connect ion  be tween  labour,  land and capi ta l  
prov ided  the  foundat ions  for  a  soc ia l  and technica l  mode l  that  i s  s t i l l  
re ferred  to  as  " fami l ia l " ,  but  today  i s  t ending  to  evo lve  towards  more  
entrepreneur ia l  approaches  (Cochet ,  2008) ,  but  wi thout  complete ly  
los ing  i t s  fami ly  t i es .  

3.  The  mul t i form decl ine  o f  fami ly  farming in  France  

"Peasants" ,  whose  d i sappearance  was  pred ic ted  at  a  very  ear ly  
s tage  by  Mendras  (1967) ,  have  t rans formed themse lves  into  farmers ,  
producers ,  farm operators  and  more  recent ly,  agr icu l tura l  entrepre -
neurs  (Mundler  &  Rémy,  2012) .  The  number  o f  farms has  fa l len ,  f rom 
2 .3  mi l l i on  in  1955  to  around  490 ,000  in  2010 ,  employ ing  only  966 ,000  
people ,  or  3% o f  the  French  working  populat ion  (Gambino  e t  a l . ,  2012) .  
At  the  same t ime ,  the  average  ut i l i zed  agr icu l tura l  area  per  farm has  
increased  f rom 14  hectares  in  1955  to  56  hectares  in  2010 .  The  number  
o f  smal l  s t ructures  has  fa l l en  markedly.  I t  i s  observed  an  increas ing  
recourse  to  sa lar ied  employees  and  the  external i zat ion  o f  some tasks  
s ince  the  1980s ,  a t  the  same t ime  as  a  reduct ion  in  the  fami ly  work-
force .  Spouses  are  increas ing ly  l ike ly  to  work  o f f  the  farm and the  
number  o f  sa lar ied  employees  has  r i sen .  Mutual  a id  wi th in  the  fami ly  
has  a lso  tended  to  d iminish .  In  addi t ion ,  the  French  farming  popu-
la t ion  i s  age ing  and  becoming  more  feminine ,  whi le  mul t ip le  ac t iv i t ies  
by  farm househo lds  have  increased .  However,  the  farming  populat ion  
has  re ta ined  cer ta in  spec i f i c  features ,  notab ly  in  terms o f  how t ime  i s  
used  and  part i cu lar ly  the ir  re lat ionships  wi th  work  and  the  ter r i tory.  

4.  Conclusion  

In  summary,  the  fami ly  forms  o f  farming  seen  in  France  re f lec t  a  
"wise  o ld  man"  approach  that  invo lves  e lements  re lated  to  vulnera-
b i l i ty  (a  moderate  leve l  o f  debt  and  robustness  when faced  wi th  un-
foreseen  events ) ,  inher i tance  (preserv ing  the  fu ture )  and  trans i t ion  
(moderate  cap i ta l ,  educat ion  and learning) ,  to  t ime  (emphas is  on  the  
medium and long  term rather  than  the  shor t  term) ,  and  to  space  
(deve lopment  o f  so c ia l  l inks  and  loca l  re lat ionships ) .  However,  French  
fami ly  farming  i s  now confronted  by  a  cr i s i s  o f  renewal .  Only  one  
farmer  in  f ive  i s  l e ss  than 40  years  o ld .  
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