thus providing more opportunities to maintain a forest cover and sustain basic ecosystem functions on the long term = risk spreading
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Direction and magnitude of AR depend on spatial extent and/or selectivity of natural disturbances

Depletion of resources to feed or fuel lower amount of resources to fuel fire or contribute to windthrow lower amount of resource to feed mammals or insect herbivores

Disruption / diversion of host finding increasing spacing between target trees Gerlach et al. 1997

Concept of Associational Resistance