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Background

- 2018 : ban of surgical castration
- Entire males © animal welfare, production costs

® aggressive behaviour = meat quality, boar taint
- Immunocastration aggresive behaviour & boar taint

Objectives

- Carcass and meat quality (MQ) traits [ entire (EN)

Pietrain X LW X Ld. n immunocastrated (IC)
etrain d n=60 surgically castrated (SC)
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| |  without mixing
- Social stress, preslaughter period « mixing with unfamiliar pigs

» Response of pigs to social stress according to sexual type?
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- Sexual type “ I i
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— EN and |IC were leaner than SC oH24hLL

5.65

— Similar reactivity at slaughter “
and MQ traits of loin and ham - I I

Results

« Social stress
— Increased skin lesions and blood creatine CK o
10

Kinase: agonistic behaviour
— Limited impact on meat quality

mixing

- Social stress according to sexual type
— No interaction between social stress and sexual type

Conclusions

» EN & |C pigs exhibited satisfying meat quality and were not
more sensitive to preslaughter handling than SC pigs
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