
INRA, the French National Institute for Agricultural Research, will host LCA FOOD 2012, the International 
Conference on LCA in the Agri-Food sector from 1 to 4 October 2012. This is the eighth conference in a 
series including Brussels (1996, 1998), Gothenburg (2001, 2007), Horsens (2003), Zürich (2008) and Bari 
(2010). You are warmly invited to join this scientifi c event in the historic city of Saint-Malo on the beautiful 
coast of Bretagne, France.

Objectives of the conference
The production, transformation, distribution and consumption of food and drink contribute strongly to hu-
man prosperity and health. However, the food and agriculture sector also contributes to a large part of the 
environmental impacts caused by human activities. Because these impacts, in particular climate change 
and biodiversity loss, need to be reduced urgently, a shift towards sustainable food systems is essential.
Over the last two decades the Life Cycle Assessment (LCA) methodology has been developed and 
applied in the agriculture and food sectors to quantify environmental impacts and assist decision making. 
In recent years, LCA in the agri-food sector has developed rapidly, in particular for sustainability asses-
sments of agricultural systems and their products, and for guiding consumers toward more sustainable 
food-consumption patterns (e.g., via eco-labelling).

LCA Food 2012 will serve as a global forum in which to share recent developments in LCA methodology, 
databases and tools, as well as applications of LCA to food-production systems and food-consumption 
patterns. Particular focus will be placed on the following topics:

Methods
• Impact assessment, especially regarding biodiversity, land use, soil quality, water use, toxicity 
(pesticides, pharmaceuticals), and spatial differentiation
• System defi nition, allocation, functional unit, attributional and consequential LCA
• Quantifi cation and reduction of uncertainty
• Life Cycle Sustainability Analysis (inclusion of social/economic aspects)
• Ecodesign of agricultural and food systems

Applications
• Annual and perennial crops, terrestrial and aquatic animal production
• Eco-labelling, communication, consumer behaviour
• Food consumption patterns and diets
• Trade-offs between food quality and impacts
• Assessing farming systems at the territory/regional scale

LCA FOOD 2012
1-4 October 2012  • Saint Malo, France

Second call for the VIIIth International Conference on

Life Cycle Assessment in the Agri-Food Sector
Towards Sustainable Food Systems

Venue
The conference will take place 

in the city of Saint-Malo, 
on the northern coast 
of Bretagne, France. 

Saint-Malo is easily accessible 
by high-speed train from Paris, 
by ferry from the UK or Ireland, 

and by airplane (Dinard or 
Rennes airport).



Scientific committee  (10 february 2012)
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Benoît Gabrielle AgroParisTech, Paris, France
Geneviève Gesan-Guiziou INRA, Rennes, France
Jeroen Guinée CML, University of Leiden, Netherlands
Kyotada Hayashi National Agricultural Research Centre, Tsukuba, Japan
Niels Jungbluth  ESU services ltd., Uster, Switzerland
Llorenç Milà i Canals Unilever, Shambrook, United Kingdom@
Rattanawan Mungkung Kasetsart University, Bangkok, Thailand
Thomas Nemecek ART, Zürich, Switzerland
Bruno Notarnicola University of Bari Aldo Moro, Bari, Italy
Brad Ridoutt CSIRO, Melbourne, Australia
Rita Schenk Institute for Environmental Research and Education, Vashon, USA
Ulf Sonesson SIK, Göteborg, Sweden
Marlies Thomassen Agresearch, Hamilton, New-Zealand
Bo Weidema 2.-0 LCA consultants, Aalborg, Denmark

Organising committee
Éric Beaumont
Sylvaine Bitteur
Xiabo Chen
Michael Corson
Karine Derrien
Emmanuelle Garrigues
Thi Tuyet Hanh Nguyen
Maryvonne Pertué
Thibault Salou
Thierry Trochet
Hayo van der Werf
Aurélie Wilfart

More information
lcafood2012@rennes.inra.fr

web site
http://colloque.inra.fr/lcafood2012

Timetable
24 February 2012 Submission of abstracts
29 May 2012 Submission of full papers
June 2012 Publication of programme
1 October 2012 Welcome reception, registration
2 October 2012, 9.00 Conference begins
4 October 2012, 17.00 Conference ends
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