PhD Sylvie Paradis 
  
PhD (agronomy Thierry Lagravere 
  
PhD Alexis Annes 
  
"What's a 21 st Century French Farmer?" Exploring the Perceptions of Future Professionals of the Agricultural and Rural World

-French agriculture currently undergoes significant changes "A job which is neither the direct extension of the one performed by farmer during the last 50 years, nor a comeback to the 19 th century peasant, but a profession extremely specialized and complex" (Hervieu, 2002).

-Extension specialists in agriculture and agrifood chain are key actors in helping farmers to modify/change/adapt their practices.

-Understanding our students' knowledge of the agricultural world is central.

Throwing light on their on-field experience, demonstrates :

• the need to reflect on their training, • to think about the skills they need to gain • as well as the best pedagogical methods to prepare them for their future role.

-To better prepare our students to fulfill their future role, we developed a research project evaluating their perceptions of the agricultural world : disposable camera with questionnaire

"
• Theme 1: Touristy dimension in relation to agriculture 

• Theme 4 : Evolution of the job and of agricultural identities

According to you, how is a 21st century farmer like?

• 

Sample characteristics (1): the farms

•

  How future professionals of the agricultural and rural world perceive/represent what is a 21st Century French Farmer?" This presentation is based on a dataset comprised of pictures/comments of 180 students made during a farm internship. • During their 2011 summer farm internships, students were asked to illustrate 5 themes with at least 3 commented pictures. • A content analysis was then developed to analyze their pictures/comments. • Some previous experiences with "photo quiz" (Paradis and Lelli, 2010): -Datar (1980'): current status of the French landscape -Ministry of Environment (1990'): Photographic Observatory of Landscape & public competition "My landscape, our landscapes (CLERGUE et DUBOST, 1995) -Y. Luginbuhl (1989) : a selection of photographs as a tool for recognition or non-recognition of local actors in Boischaut region -Y. Michelin (1998) et L. Lelli, S. Paradis et Y. Michelin (2001->2005) :

  Theme 5 : Perception of forthcoming changesAccording to you, what will be the role of agriculture in 25-30 years? What's the future of tomorrow's agriculture?

  

  

  

  

Heritage and emotional dimension of rural countryside

  The local visitors center ask you to participate into the making of a tourist brochure showcasing the landscape surrounding your farm and how this landscape is shaped by agriculture. What pictures would you propose?

• Theme 2:

A cousin of the farm operator wants to see pictures of the countryside of his/her ancestors, his/her history, his/her roots. What pictures should be sent to him/her?

• Theme 3: Landscape and agricultural evolutions

According to you, what has evolved the most for the past few years (or what is going to evolve soon) regarding agricultural practices in the area where you farm is located?

Figure of symmetrical variables Sample characteristics (2): the students

  

	Emerging results -Qst 4
	(		
	• A set of 146 farms. • 123 ha in average (national average: 77ha) • Average age of farm operators 46 (ranging from 23 to 63) with an Group : Producers beef cattle -1 dairy cattle -1 ALSACE • 184 first year AQUITAINE students (age AUVERGNE ranging from 17 BASSE NORMANDIE Grassland -1 BOURGOGNE to 25) BRETAGNE • 54.3% female CENTRE overrepresentation of the 50-55 class. specialty crops Pigs -1 Cash crops -1 CHAMPAGNE ARDENNES students, 45.7% CORSE male students. FRANCHE COMTE • Farm operators are predominantly from an agricultural background (82% of them have parents who were farmers) with 45% of spouses being also from an agricultural Vegetables Prod -1 poultry Seeds-1 HAUTE NORMANDIE • 13-week long ILE DE FRANCE internship for LANGUEDOC ROUSSILLON each student LIMOUSIN industrial vegetables -1 LORRAINE • Internships MIDI PYRENEES located mainly NORD PAS DE CALAIS in the South of PAYS DE LA LOIRE background. • Higher level PICARDIE France and the POITOU CHARENTES Parisian region. PACA of education t han national RHONES ALPES	1 20 6 3 5 6 1 1 2 16 18 8 3 63 2 3 2 2 13 4	goat milk -1 Group : Processors wine-making process-1 sheep milk -1 Tourism-1 sheep meat -1 Sale-1
	average.		
			8

based on data collected during summer 2011) Five major emerging themes, total of 299 photos

  

	: A : Cultural and Agricultural identities (31 photos) photos) C : Modernization (96 photos) B : Farming, know-how & skills (89	9% D	E 19%	A 10%	30% B
	D : Profession / occupation (28 photos) E : Strategies (55 photos)		C 32%		
					9

CONCLUSION : Discussion and Perspectives