presents results obtained within the EU project SSPE-CT-2003-502070 on Integrated tools to design and implement Agro Environmental Schemes (http//:merlin.lusignan.inra.fr/ITAES/website).

"Integrated Tools to design and implement Agro Environmental Schemes"

The second year of the ITAES project was devoted to the fine tuning of methods and data collection. The ITAES team also disseminated scientific and transfer documents with preliminary results. Here are presented progress of the two ITAES approaches, with the related references from the beginning of the project.

1/ The farm level approach: Survey of farmers (WP8)-A survey has been conducted on more than 2000 European farmers and analysis are in progress. An important objective of this survey is to identify key factors underlying farmers decisions to apply an Agro-Environmental Scheme. The first statistical results obtained from each country database discriminate AES participating farmers from non participants according to their main characteristics: age, education, legal status of the holding and so on. Nevertheless, important data available from this survey remain to be analysed.

Analysis of private transaction costs (WP6, WP7)-An expressed preference modelling exercise was integrated into the survey. The objective is to investigate farmers' preferences for the governance attributes of AESs. Indeed, the voluntary nature of AESs means that inappropriate governance attributes may restrict participation and so, compromise scheme objectives. Five attributes of contracts are evaluated: length of contract, flexibility of prescriptions, average paperwork time, choice of area covered by agreement, annual payment. In addition, each ITAES partner has followed up 30 farmers during one year. Farmers are asked to keep regularly records of time and costs invested in all activities related to the implementation of the agri-environmental contracts. The objective is to find a modelling framework that allows taking into account the costs farmers bear when informing about agro-environmental schemes, negotiating contracts, implementing schemes and controlling the outputs of the schemes.

2/ The regional and scheme level approach: Institutional arrangements of AESs (WP4)-Scarce information does exist on how decisions on the design of AESs are actually made and how they are administratively implemented by EU Members. To address this issue, an examination of the decision making and the administrative process in detail has to be carried out in the ten case-studies. To reach this objective, interviews of stakeholders have been conducted at different political and administrative levels.

Environmental impacts of AESs (WP5)-An assessment of environmental effectiveness depends on a comparison of the environmental impacts of a scheme with the scheme's objectives and targets. Given the general lack of environmental targets and of monitoring data, experts interviews were chosen as a method to obtain the data necessary for assessing the environmental performance of AESs.

Multi-Criteria Analysis (WP10)-The use of MCA in ITAES was suggested as a tool aimed at carrying out a general comparison across different ways of implementing AESs. Indeed, AESs' impacts are by nature multiple and can be measured only considering different sources of information and measurement units. A key information in MCA is the set of weights to be used in order to compute some aggregated indicator of AES performances. The weights are the coefficients that express the relative importance of each criterion for the decision maker. Interviews of stakeholders have been carried out to estimate these weights.
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Transfer papers

Tiede ja Teknologia [Science and Technology] 4/2003. Tutkimustiedosta potkua maatalouden ympäristösuunnitteluun [Research as a means to improve planning of the EU agri-environmental policy]. The project was introduced in the magazine of Tekes (the National Technology Agency).