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"Integrated Tools to design and implement Agro Environmental Schemes" This Newsletter 3 deals with a cross-comparison of AESs in the ITAES case-studies. Indeed, the different circumstances for the development of AESs in the member states have resulted in a large number of programmes which may lead to contrasted environmental and economic outcomes.

1/ Focus on WP3: General presentation of AESs

Case-studies are classified according to the focus (Wide/ specific) and the horizontality/verticality of AESs. Thus, an horizontal programme is accessible to a large population of farmers and is not based on any geographical zoning whereas a vertical programme targets a geographical zone with specific objectives. 

Table 1 : Description of AESs in the ITAES case-studies Compulsory menu of prescriptions and voluntary schemes Environmental targeting Schemes (vertical Schemes) Combination of wide Schemes with Schemes targeting specific zones

 1 

	More complex
	combination of
	Schemes and
	measures

Directeur de l'édition: Pierre Dupraz, Institut National de la Recherche Agronomique, INRA ESR Rennes, allée Adolphe Bobierre, CS 61103, 35011 Rennes cedex, France, itaes@rennes.inra.fr, Tel: (33) 2 23 48 56 06,Fax: (33) 2 23 48 53 80 http://merlin.lusignan.inra.fr/ITAES/website 2/ Focus on WP4: Institutional arrangements of AESs in Europe (see WP4 P5 D8) Successful implementation of AESs supported by the EU depends on the interactions between many institutions at different regional levels, including the EU, national, regional and local level. Depending on the level of centralisation or decentralisation, different administrative levels of the member states are involved in programming, and implementation. Within this scope, the responsibilities of regional and local levels and the kinds of organisation dealing with AESs differ a lot among the member states. (see table 2). National programming and implementation involve rather low administrative efforts. However, conflicts with AESs targeted at a specific local situation might occur when national or regional design of AESs does not sufficiently take into account local conditions and needs. On the other hand, better local adaptation can create a more complex system which needs more flexibility and creates more interactions between the different institutions and regional levels involved. Between these extremes, suitable administrative procedures have to be found.

The further, more analytical step should provide insights into determining factors for administrative cost and the corresponding preciseness and targeting of AESs. This analysis is built on expert interviews. A focus is on both administrative procedures and cost as well as on the degree of potential or evaluated outcomes of AESs in order to provide elements for cost-effectiveness-analysis.

This document presents results obtained within the EU project SSPE-CT-2003-502070 on Integrated tools to design and implement Agro Environmental Schemes (http//:merlin.lusignan.inra.fr/ITAES/website). It does not necessary reflect the view of the European Union and in no way anticipates the commission's future policy in this area.