J P Thermoz 
email: thermoz@corse.inra.fr
  

Many major threats around the world can cause important losses of yield in Citrus production, due to viruses, phytoplasmas, bacteria and fungi. When acceding new varieties and when propagating trees we have to take care not to diffuse pathogens. Within the French certification scheme for fruit trees, partners from research, development, official services and nurseries cooperate to propagate Citrus trees free of diseases. The French Citrus production is located in Corsica and in overseas departments. Corsica is free of airborne and vector transmitted diseases. For 50 years INRA-GEQA manages an important germplasm of about 5,000 trees grown outdoor and is able to provide seeds of rootstocks and budwoods of most Citrus varieties. INRA-GEQA is moving the scheme of sanitary control to a quality insurance system in order to secure the quality of the budwoods.

The European regulation for fruit trees Two groups of texts are giving obligation for fruit trees :

The measures for Plant Protection The marketing rules. The European regulations for plant protection list the prohibited pests and origins of plants in the long directive 2000/29/EU and the additive texts. They are transcribed in the national laws of each European country. The marketing rules (directive 93/48/EU) give for the whole Union the limitations for fruit trees, mainly phytosanitary measures. They define the minimum level for marketing fruit scions, called Conformitas Agraria Communitatis (CAC level). We can consider these requirements as mandatory certification. A member state is not allowed to take national prohibitions out of these texts. The French fruit tree plant certification is a voluntary procedure.

The French certification for fruit trees

Beyond the commitment of the European regulations for fruit tree plants, the French nurserymen grow certified scions of a superior quality. The French fruit tree plant certification is a voluntary procedure. This certification is supervised by the French Ministry of Agriculture and carried out by the CTIFL (Interprofessional Center for Fruit and Vegetables). It is an official procedure. Specifications are given for :

The varietal identity by filiation and reference to an official catalogue The sanitary status Some cultivation conditions such as distances, rotations Criteria for quality of the scion such as the height of grafting and the diameter.

Along the thirty last year, the growers have earn benefit from trees of the best quality. The French Citrus certification scheme