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Habitat fragmentation causes extinction of local

animal populations by decreasing the amount

of viable “core” habitat area and increasing

edge effects. It is widely accepted that larger

fragments make better nature reserves because

core-dwelling species have a larger amount of

suitable habitat.

Ewers & Didham, 2007

Matlack & Litvaitis, 1999
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Species communities in edges are
a mix of forest species, open
habitat species and edge
associated species.

Small differences ?

Edge effects encompass several processes at different spatial (and temporal) scales


