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Extended legend

The different wood identification methods:

Wood anatomy
Genetics

Stable isotopes

Direct Analysis in Real Time Time-of-Flight Mass Spectrometry (DART TOFMS)

Near-InfraRed Spectroscopy (NIRS)
Machine Vision (MV)

If reference specimens were collected from an individual tree or from a specific
plantation, wood coming from that tree/plantation could be identified as such at
the end of the supply chain. However, if no reference specimens were taken
from the plantation, the DNA or NIRS profile will identify the geographic origin of
the seed material used for that plantation and not the actual geographic
position of the plantation.

C]D Squares of the same colour should be interpreted together. For example,
method 2 has a resolution of less than 1 km only in the case of an individual
tree.

® Test specimens have to be distinguished from reference specimens, for which
there are different requirements. See the GTTN sampling guide for information
on reference specimen requirements.

D For conditionally suitable methods, contact an expert to discuss the specific
case.

WHERE TO FIND AN EXPERT?

The infogram shows the current wood identification capacities of the different timber
tracking tools. If you have identified one or more suitable methods for your identification
request, you can send an inquiry to the experts. Contact data of the timber tracking
experts can be found via the Find a Partner button on the GTTN website.

GROWING POSSIBILITIES

Apart from the methodological capacities, whether a timber specimen can be traced
back to its species/genus or its geographic origin also depends on the availability of
reference data. Reference databases are continuously growing as is the science
behind the methods. With time, the capacities of the different wood identification
methods will only increase.
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