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Introduction

emotion
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Vocal tones

Smell ?
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Discrimination of human odors from different emotional contexts?



Methods
Happy movie + Scary movie

Habituation – discrimination protocol

Péron, 2014
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Results

Habituation & Discrimination

Horses sniffed the novel odor for longer

Time spent sniffing the samples



Left bias for joy
but not for fear

Different processings of the odors of joy VS fear

Odor A1

Faster habituation for joy
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Discussion

emotion

Smell

3. Possible compounds: 
adrenaline, 

androstadienone

4. Receptors: from
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common to all 
mammals?
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human emotional
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Conclusion

Basis for recognition of human emotions by horses through smell

Next steps: influence on behavior & physiology? Emotional contagion?

Horses discriminate human body odors from fear and joy contexts
and process them differently
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