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How does Pet-Directed Speech affect horses?

Why

  Pet-Directed Speech (PDS) ↔ Infant-Directed Speech (IDS) ≠ Adult-directed Speech (ADS) High, varying pitch Slow rate of speech, repeated words, simple syntax and semantics  In infants, non-human primates and dogs: PDS helps to attract horses' attention and has an arousing effect on them  H2: PDS influences the valence of emotions felt by horses, making them more positive Methods Pre-registered videos of women speaking in PDS and ADS Horses were more attentive to PDS than ADS  Horses' heart rates increased more during PDS than ADS 8 PDS helps to attract horses' attention and has an arousing effect on them H1✔ Horses were not more relaxed or less alert, they did not show less signs of fear, during PDS than ADS  Test not fearful for horses  Lack of indicators for positive emotions in horses 10 No demonstrated influence of PDS on the valence of emotions felt by horses H2 ? PDS is arousing and attention-drawing for horses → can be used during human-horse interactions  Broadcasting pre-registered videos of humans allows to study horses' perception of us