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• Evolution of total creek length -Increase in total channel length for all sites considered 
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Conclusions

Despite progress in design, MR schemes:

-are flatter than natural saltmarshes -have a poorer creek distribution -have more homogeneous plant distribution Future schemes would be improved by the addition of small-scale topography features: greater variety of ecological niches, better biodeiversity, may promote drainage and creek formation However creek incision is likely to be hindered by over-compacted substrate: necessity to look into below-ground processes Discussion Results Methods Rationale

-•

  New creeks tend to form in clusters around the breach area, while furthest parts of site remain empty No change in creek extent between 2003 and 2017: stabilised • Straight drainage ditches remain clearly visible • Creeks mainly found in clusters near the breach, leaving some areas empty Brandy Hole, pasture/arable, storm-breached in 1897 Discussion Results Methods Rationale MR creeks evolve towards a mature state that is very different from that found in natural saltmarshes Long-term evolution Brandy Hole, pasture/arable, storm-breached in 1897 Mossman et al. in press Journal of Ecology; Lawrence et al in prep; Brooks et al (2015) Estuaries & Coasts Importance of initial template: MR lack topography Small-scale topography also focuses run-off into preferential flow paths and promotes creek development into more sinuousSoil in MR sites altered during the agricultural phase Over-compacted substrate may prevent water circulation, root penetration within the soil, and erosional processes
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