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WheatIS EWG updates

Michael Alaux, 17 October 2022



New chair

❑ Thanks to Taner Sen, who stays as co-chair

❑ Thanks to Hadi Quesneville

❑Michael Alaux: chair since April 2023

❑ Head of the Plant bioinformatics facility at INRAE-URGI

❑Wheat projects and consortium: 

IWGSC, BreedWheat, Whealbi, AGENT



COVID lockdowns

❑ Less coordination activities

❑ No in person-meeting

❑ Only few virtual meetings

➢ Meetings start again now

❑WheatIS EWG virtual meeting 13/10/2022

❑ Planning a WheatIS annual assembly at PAG 

❑ Friday 13/01/2023 10AM-12PM

❑ You are welcome !



COVID lockdowns

❑ Communication activities

❑ Article Sen et al.

https://f1000research.com/articles/9-536

❑ Logo design

https://f1000research.com/articles/9-536


COVID lockdowns

❑ Bioinformatics development activities 

❑WheatIS data discovery tool

➢ New version of the tool

https://urgi.versailles.inrae.fr/wheatis/
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Plans for 2023 (challenges and help)

❑WheatIS data discovery development planned

❑ Challenge: few PM without dedicated hiring

❑ Help: support to institutional boards of direction

❑ Perform some videos

❑ Challenge: difficult to have a professional quality

❑ Help: communication people from the WI or budget ?

❑ Article on the WheatIS data discovery tool to write

❑ Challenge: little time available



Plans for 2023 (challenges and help)

❑ Other subjects that will be discussed during the annual

assembly at PAG:

❑Website updates

❑ Perhaps help needed

❑ Future of the files repository

❑ Is there a need from other WI EWG ?

❑ Standards and nomenclature follow-up

❑ Perhaps financial help for meetings



Plans for 2023 (challenges and help)

❑ For underrepresented countries

❑ New EWG members

❑ New data sources to index in the WheatIS data

discovery tool



Topics that should addressed in partnership 

with other EWGs

❑What are the needs of other EWG in terms of data ?

❑ Data discovery: new sources to add ?

❑ Files repository to store data ?

❑ Guidance about data standards, tools to analyse 

their data, etc. ?
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