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WheatIS EWG annual meeting

Michael Alaux, 13 January 2023



Agenda

❑WheatIS EWG news since covid (Michael Alaux, 10 min)

❑WheatIS data discovery tool (Cyril Pommier & Michael Alaux, 

40 min presentation + 20 min questions)

❑What future for the WheatIS data repository ? (Michael Alaux, 

10 min)

❑ Database spotlight: GrainGenes (Taner Sen, 20 min presentation + 10 

min questions)

❑ Discussion and budget request for 2023 (Michael Alaux, 10 min)



News since covid



EWG chair and co-chairs

❑ Taner Sen rotates from chair to co-chair

❑ Thanks to Hadi Quesneville for his effort and achievements

as former chair and co-chair

❑ Since 2022:

❑ Chair: Michael Alaux (INRAE-URGI)

❑ Co-chairs: 

❑ Taner Sen (USDA-ARS)

❑Mario Caccamo (NIAB)

❑ Dave Edwards (University of Western Australia)



New EWG members

❑Welcome to 2 Early Career Researchers:

❑ Sherry Sun (University of British Columbia)

❑ Saloni Sharma (National Agri-Food Biotechnology

Institute, India)



New logo

❑ New logo designed by

❑ Added to the WheatIS website: http://www.wheatis.org/

http://www.wheatis.org/


Tools

❑ New version of the WheatIS data discovery tool



Usage metrics

❑ Number of WheatIS data discovery searches

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

3790 4639 7421 7814 8477



News from the Wheat Initiative

❑ Jamboree in Carlow 2022

❑ SRA publication 2022

https://doi.org/10.3390/agronomy12112767

https://doi.org/10.3390/agronomy12112767


WheatIS data discovery tool



❑ Presentation by Cyril Pommier

❑ Short demo

❑ Questions
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WheatIS data repository



Historic

❑ DSpace created in 2016

❑ very little usage since then



Now

❑ All the submitted files are already in other repositories

❑ IWGSC Data Repository

❑ GnpIS

❑ PlantPhenoDB

❑ There are alternatives widely used by the community

❑ Zenodo

❑ FAIRDOM

❑ Dataverse



Futur

❑We propose to shutdown this service

❑ Focus on providing recommandations, documents and 

support on how to submit FAIR data in repositories



Database spotlight: GrainGenes



Discussion and budget request for 2023



Budget for workshops

❑ Annual meeting of next year at PAG

❑ Gene nomenclature:

❑ There is a publication coming soon about wheat gene 

nomenclature led by Scott Boden. 

❑Workshop could be focused on supporting the use of the 

nomenclature and guidelines.

❑ Other meetings ?
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