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Why is FRCAW interested in 

the welfare of insects ?

Symposium Insectes – Colloque SFECA 2023



About the FRCAW/CNR BEA

Since 2017, the French Reference Center for Animal Welfare (FRCAW) brings together experts in

research, development and training

in order to enhance and disseminate knowledge, innovation and know-how

and thereby facilitate the integration of animal welfare into the design of sustainable animal

management systems.

Its creation is one of the key pillars of France's national strategy for animal welfare (2016-2020) and

is supported by the French Ministry of Agriculture and Food.

Scope of action

Farm animals Captive wildlifePets/Companion animals



- Improve the consideration of the welfare of animals under human care and provide

a technical-scientific reference framework to facilitate dialogue between stakeholders

=> 1st mission : conducting expertises to provide scientific opinions at the request of the French

public authorities and economic and social actors

- Enhance and disseminate knowledge, innovation and know-how, thereby facilitating the

integration of animal welfare into the design of sustainable farming systems

=> 2d mission : running a resource and information centre

About the FRCAW/CNR BEA



Availale on its website - in both French https://www.cnr-bea.fr/ and English https://www.cnr-bea.fr/en/

Scientific opinions Knowledge hub Monthly newsletter

Pour s’inscrire : https://www.cnr-

bea.fr/inscription-a-la-newsletter/

News scientific, technical, 

regulatory…
https://www.cnr-bea.fr/expertise-

avis-travaux/

https://www.cnr-

bea.fr/plateforme-

de-ressources/

https://www.cnr-bea.fr/actualites/

FRCAW Resources

Learning & 

teaching hub 

(only in French)

https://www.cnr-

bea.fr/plateforme-

pedagogique/

https://www.cnr-bea.fr/
https://www.cnr-bea.fr/en/
https://www.cnr-bea.fr/en/inscription-a-la-newsletter/
https://www.cnr-bea.fr/en/expertise-avis-travaux/
https://www.cnr-bea.fr/plateforme-de-ressources/
https://www.cnr-bea.fr/actualites/
https://www.cnr-bea.fr/plateforme-pedagogique/


Procedure for collecting and consolidating knowledge and reference information



Insect welfare at FRCAW

 Initially : 

insects were 

not within the 

scope of the 

FRCAW.



Insect Welfare at FRCAW

 One of our roles: 

Anticipating new 

challenges for BEA 

by identifying weak 

signals

 Since 2022: Many 

papers on insects 

and crustaceans



Insect welfare at FRCAW

 January 2023: Addition of an ‘arthropods’ section  

=> Inclusion of keywords about insects in the data collection request



Insect welfare at FRCAW

 FRCAW news : 23 

publications on insects



Insect welfare at FRCAW

 Since January 2023: 

10 publications on 

arthropods deposited 

on the knowledge 

hub, including 6 on 

insects



Insect welfare at FRCAW

 Topics :

 Cognition

 Sensitivity

 Ethics

 Farming



Insect welfare issues for FRCAW

 Insect farming is developing

 For human consumption: changing eating habits, protecting the environment

 For animal feed 

=> Learning from the past: from the start, ask the 'right' questions about AW in 

farming, adopt good practices

=> Anticipating societal controversy between uses

 Insects, ‘the forgotten ones’ in AW considerations ? 

 Evolutionary distance => society's lack of interest in these species

 despite research and growing knowledge on insect sensitivity and cognition

=> Need to work on and relay knowledge about insect welfare
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